


“More than 20,000 acres, or 31 square miles of 
the region`s timberlands -- an area the size 
of Saco -- were converted to other uses, 
primarily new homes, during the seven years 
before January 2006, according to Maine 
Forest Service statistics. The pace of land 
conversion was twice as fast as the 
pace a decade before.”



Page 49: “Flows of people into recently rural 
towns may overwhelm the ability of 
volunteer planning officials to manage growth. 
Traffic and strip development may destroy the 
small-town ambiance. And for that matter, 
waves of ill-managed sprawling development 
could easily threaten the state’s much-beloved 
rural identity, which itself is a valuable economic 
asset. In sum, the spread of anonymous 
suburban development threatens to 
gradually (or not so gradually) degrade 
Maine’s quality of place at a time when 
quality of place means more and more.”

LOSS OF HOME TOWN IDENTITYLOSS OF HOME TOWN IDENTITY



Stated Goals of Standish’s FLUP



The ‘Conservation Blueprint’
Concept

I. Identifies priority areas to protect or 
conserve for long-term town benefit

II. At the same time helps to define where 
and how future growth occurs

III. Implementation through a mixed toolbox
• Fee acquisition or CE
• Limited development / new standards
• Land owner incentives



Four elements of a conservation 
blueprint

• Identify areas as acquisition priorities (Avoidance)
– Local focus areas
– Key recreation areas (existing & potential)
– Unfragmented blocks (habitat, water quality, recreation, 

production)
– Habitat pinch points

• Identify sensitive areas where new approaches to 
growth should be used (Minimization)
– Unfragmented blocks
– Less threatened habitat connections
– Riparian zones, wetlands, aquifers
– Rare spp. habitats and natural communities
– Riparian zones



Four elements of a conservation 
blueprint (cont.)

• Identify opportunities for restoration 
– Water/wetland crossings
– Terrestrial habitat crossings
– Riparian zones and buffers
– Degraded habitats (invasive control, re-vegetation, non-point, etc.)

• Identify landowner incentive opportunities
– Conservation leases
– Current use tax programs
– Grants for habitat management 





Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Maine Natural Areas Program
Maine DOT
Maine Audubon Society
Regional Planning Commissions
State Planning Office
The Nature Conservancy
US Fish and Wildlife Service
UMO - Cooperative Unit

Funded by Environmental Protection Agency, Maine Outdoor Heritage 
Fund, Wildlife Restoration Funds, Maine Department of Conservation, 
Maine Loon Plate Fund, Betterment Foundation, Maine Community 
Foundation

Beginning with Habitat:
A cooperative, non-regulatory approach to 

conserving open space



Beginning with Habitat
A landscape based approach to achieve meaningful
conservation of all native species on a developing 

landscape 

Purpose:
To provide Landowners, Municipal 
Officials, Land Trusts, and other 
conservation  organizations with 
the most up-to-date wildlife and 
plant habitat information available 
for use in Open Space and 
Conservation Planning.



Services we offer:
BWH Comprehensive Resource Mapping

Presentations
BWH Map Explanation 
Conserving Habitat in Developing Landscape 
Specialized to meet planning needs

BWH Notebooks (Interpretive materials)

Digital Data / metadata

Follow-up assistance with Comp Plan implementation, 
open space planning, conservation blueprints/building a 
landscape, case studies from other Maine communities



Immediate footprint

What Happens to Wildlife



…and secondary impacts

What Happens to Wildlife



Fragmented= Increased Edge

Effects on Wildlife



Edge = generalist species
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Effects on Wildlife




